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Only Article Authorized by
Egypt Exploration Fund Tells

of the Discovery of Supposed
Pool of Osiris at Abydos

-3 - -
Numiorons inaceurate accounts of the recont diseor. |
v uf the su-called ool of Oxivis at Abydos, Egupt, by |
the FEgupt FEreplovation Fund have bheen printod, Tur ;
NUNDAY SUN presents heloawe the only authorized article |
given out by the wrganization in the United States, It
was preparved by Prof. Thomas Whittcwore, the only
Awierican an the staff, and is accompawicd by phato-
goaphs taken wnder the divection of Prof, Edoward Na-
divectar af the aeark, |
S

By THOMAS WHITTEMORE,

Asswistant Director pn nd Avmerienn Representoniive on the

stafl in Egypt of the Egypt BExploration Fund,

I'RING the past winter at Abydos in Upper Egypt the
excavators of the Egypt Exploration Fund, under
the general direction of I'rof, Edoward XNaville of

Geneva, have found o unigque and hitherto wholly un-
wn building. To the American subscribers to tl fund in
dar may well belong the first fine thrill of the news, and
senge of pogsession of the building itself also, and this
i=¢¢ thelr generosity opened the excavation in the winter
11 and because their enconraging faith in those who under-
work., confronting a spirit of d lay and indifference

| t it off trinmphantly n the end
vhdu, or Abvdos, as the Greeks first called i, Is one of
4 like Delphi and Jerusalem, where the grandear
| ¢ i% the inspiration and reflex of a rice much o tipriend
things of God Here the desert, like a sea, makes a

n the western hills and scts a flaming boundary to the
1
wWo o promontories loom up like guardians Desert waves
up the slopes break in sand foam among the loose
| iders and rush back in torrents out of the higher wadies
valleys Paleolithic man has left his 1
ummits of these ‘hills, and from hig undated life until to-
vhvdos has the ahode of the living and

the dead,
Here

nt senttered over

never ceased to be
pt came to worship, Oslris, the pre-Christian
Lty wha had been slain and who had risen from the dend,
legend of Osiris, as It was traditionaly known in Greek
nes and written down by Plutarch and Diedorus, is briefly
the #od was done to death in Jealousy and that his body was
pleces and geattered by the Hebrrw god Setl and the

wife of Osiris, made search

viity-two conspirators,  Isis, the
he fragments, and wherever she found one ghe erected a
d the parts In a vertaln hollow tree Tra-

e and nEsembi ;
[

n all mides asserts that the head of Osiris W e wried

Abydos is the “mounid of the Os=irls he wld en
emhlem contalning the head s
“Omirig tonk

hence
vinhbolized by  the
o0 with plumes and pierced hy the serpent,
tin the west,” the place of the dead,
| 1 politieal life hecame one
toihinl gods wers abzorbed by

the attributes and
1

Oglris; he

the spiritunl fountain head, the great un-

upon. a thing or a

ST el N
Whtever it wias dused

sod heeame hallowed at Abhydos hy centuries of

foundation 1y royi iories

| I Lernn f Abhvidos was venerated
VN S 1 elerr
(L torie times until e day of the FKmpero

' ' il termgples I8 W 8 tomba of the deud
™ LB ] ' i | 1} " ; 4
il bevond number The ot r the <lirine vl i

‘ Wl th helaht

fthe rich and privieged priesthood were i hieir he

Twelfth yanst but St and Rameses 1l added new
t t LITOTRIY of their Leng remyples it like

Ruin is 100 feet long and 60 feer wide and lies 40 feet below desert
Picture below—Reconstruction showing great

General view of excavation.
surface.  An outer wall 20 feer in thickness contains cells.
hall; pool which is Strabo's Well and “*Tomb of Osiris.”

Hitherto Unknown Building

Where Egypt Worshipped
Pre-Christian Divinity
Unearthed lLast Winter

much as St Mark's in Venlee was the private chapel of the
Doge,

In the Middle and New Empires the principal event of the
vear at Abvdos was o mystery play, the carll«st known drama
or action, presenting a picture of the chief Incidents of the
god's mythology It was a p in eight acts, now completely
lost, save as far as the pal weenes are indicated for us in
the great stele of Tkernofiet of the Twelfth Dynasty, now in
Berlin, Thousands come to Abydos during those annual festival
days, as they come to-day to the Mulld of Sheikh Sald e
Bedawl at Tentah, or that of ITmanl Chafe!, gou'h of Old Calro.

It was o wise decision of M, Naville's not o work last vear
< in Marvlette's 80,000 cubie fret
rubbizh which had lain since hig excavation of the Temple
of SBetl about sixty vears awoe, In those days less attention
was paid to th f rubbish than now, and ‘his was fust
over the place where we ourselves wanted to dig' M, Naville

inst a season's odds facing

tippine

wilted until the departm:nt of antiquities had fulfilled (s
generons offer 1o rem the hit b toddid LN
under the direction of M, Gustave Lefebre, and we returned to
resame r work, thus encormaou advar d to level round

on the 16th of December, 1913, The staff of excavators comprised
P'rof. Navitle, G A, Walnwright, (3, M. Glhs#son and mvself

We divided the site into two parts, north and south, an
bhegan nt once to fllow out th walls of the chamber which
we had merely entered two yvears ago, then hellevin it to !
two chamboers nt the end of the Meronptah loping passage
A\t the same tin we hezan to open the ground ag near as we
diared approach the Temple of Set] without fear of affecting
e ntevrity of s foundations This was an attempt at th
oitgat 1o find the limitg of whatever consgtruction lay hetween
what we had a uly execavated and Setl's temple,

Double wau 1thaut ®ix meters wide soon began ta appear
hath to the north and 1o the son The i=ing was of lime-
- o, containing fossil shell (Lucina thebalea) which may have

ome from anv of the quarries along the river etween Ha
vana and Kenel The inner wall wiag of magnificent red sand-
stone, not quartzite, probably from the quarri & of Agabet
Saglar near Assouan, The west chamber, which we went on
clearing all the while, wag consgtructed of irge blocks in
paralicl horizontal courses of a compact gray variety of sand
stone from Gebel Bilsliah, northeast of A AN

It was evident from the first that we were digelng into o
ruin. Tmmenge ghattered bhlocks of red Assouan granite la
about us and the tops of granite piers «

me into view For aur
walder ton, enormous millstones appeated o the wn Jrres
gressed,  One of the se gtones searcely turned full round before
another cirele embraced I, as Dante \ ind struck motlon
to its motion and song to s song

We had taken acceuarate aim in shooting at this sit for
as we went on dayv after day comjplete outline of o great
rectangular hall abont thirty-three meters long and twenty
two meters wide hecame clear. Two pows of five plers, a
monalithic, but one and two engaged piers at each end, all
hroken off at differcnt heights gradually divided the hall into
three anigles

In the northeast corner pour Jo everal of the colossal

rranite hocks were still nobly resting on their granite lintels
Some of them were five meters long and not e han el
tons in welgh they showad us how the alsles were origing

roofed, and in the centre aigle ot the east wall two mammoth

corbels or shelves jotted out, bearing the remaing of mortar
that we might not remain ignorant how the ntral alsle was
spanned

The question oftenest psked ns ) imazed visltors stepping
uilt of the T'em of Het) upon 1) sy 1 oo our work wa
How could you have known it was here?'  For aur lnoe

Cant t o ond B




